Geographical   Delimitation   of
East   and    West

ORIENT and Occident, East and West, have, primarily, reference
to the cardinal points. Orient and East refer to the "rising sun,"
according to the New English Dictionary on Historical Principles,
and Occident and West to the opposite, the setting sun. "That
region of the heavens in which the sun and other heavenly bodies
rise, or the corresponding region of the world or quarter of the
compass" is the Orient, the East. Applied to civilization in this
sense, it hardly makes any sense. Eastern Civilization is not directed
towards the rising sun and Western towards the setting sun.
' Moreover the sun rises and sets on every point of the equator every
day.

Starting from a directional significance, these words  soon

acquired geographical associations. The Orient is, according to

the New English Dictionary, "that part of the earth's surface

situated to the east of some recognized point of reference." East

and West depend on the point of reference. Is there such a definite

point of reference? For certain astronomical and geographical

purposes the point of reference is the meridian of Greenwich in

Eaglani But that 15 not the same for all purposes. Every geographical

area has an East and a West The meridian of Greenwich does not

distinguish the Eastern from the Western Hemisphere, nor Asia

from Europe, nor Western Europe from Eastern Europe. In China,

aecorfteg to Dr. Hu Shih, India is sometimes referred to as the

,   ,*Hsavm of the West"   (Hu Shih, Chinese Renaissance, p. 4).

"# M* * &*& and England is West. As applied to civilizations,

* Easl and Wes^ Orient and Occident, have different geographical,